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Reports of Committees 
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 
Elizabeth D. Briggs, Chairman; Irene Hayner, Margaret Alexander 

Experience has shown that in several minor details revision of the Con- 
stitution and By-laws of the Division would be desirable. The most sig- 
nificant amendments which the committee wishes to propose are: 

(1) Grant voting power to the retiring president and to the chairmen 
and vice-chairmen of the section; 

(2) Assure greater elasticity in length of service of committee members; 

(3) Provide for a mail vote upon amendments to the Constitution and 
By-laws in the event no annual conference is held, if, in the opinion of the 
Board of Directors, immediate adoption of such amendments is necessary 
for the successful conduct of business. 


DIRECTORY COMMITTEE 
Julia F. Carter, Chairman 

The Children’s Librarians of the Public Library of Cincinnati have 
prepared the Directory for the Division. Each member of the Division is 
listed exactly as his or her name appears in the A.L.A. Handbook. The 
choice of group association, C, S, or Y, of the person is indicated by the 
letters after the member’s name. Also, there will be a geographical list 
by states. 

The Constitution of the Division and the Boards of Directors will be 
included. The Directory will contain approximately 64 pages and will be 
almost as large as the A.L.A. Bulletin. It will be printed in September, in 
order that new members joining before July 1, 1943, may be included. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Alice Louise LeFevre, Chairman 
Jessie Boyd, Leone Garvey, Margaret Greer, Margaret McElderry, Isabel McLaughlin 


The Editorial Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the Editorial 
Board of the American Library Association especially in relation to the 
manuscript and proposed publications submitted which fall within the 
field of school, children’s or young people’s work. The committee personnel 
represents the three groups and consists of six members selected from 
various regions, two from each area living near each other to facilitate 
personal discussion on proposed publications. 

When suggestions for publications or outlines of proposed books are 
sent to the Publications Division at A.L.A. Headquarters, the material 
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in turn is sent to the Editorial Committee for evaluation as a means of 
determining its practical value and need. The committee may also suggest 
types of publications for which a demand has been recognized and it is 
hoped that it will become a general clearing house for publications of all 
types relating to the field represented by the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Bertha L. Gunterman, Chairman 
Gladys English, Jewel Gardiner, Jean Gardiner Smith, Ruth Hill Viguers, Jean Thomson 


Your committee can present only a record of exploratory discussion 
instead of a report of accomplishment. We are interested in postwar educa- 
tional work to rebuild the world after the monstrous waste and destruction 
of the war. 

There have been discussions on extending library service to Japanese 
relocation camps. Other minority groups have been considered. The sugges- 
tion has been made to try to obtain aid where states are unable to 
contribute. 

Any help we may offer other lands must be given with tact; we must 
be careful not to raise hopes perhaps not to be satisfied. Can we help 
establish, or rehabilitate, children’s libraries in devastated countries; 
perhaps serving best through their children’s librarians? Will it be possible 
to fan their embers into life again, or must we build anew? 

We hope to make available in print a record of foreign children’s library 
work. This could be a springboard for new work even if conditions will 
be different. 

There is suggested for publication a symposium on what goes into the 
making of children’s books. 

May we dare hope that we shall have a real share in building the future? 


Foreign Library Service 


The A.L.A. Bulletin for April urges all librarians who have had ex- 
perience in foreign library service or who are interested in it to send 
their names to the A.L.A. Personnel Division. Mildred Batchelder, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, would like the names of children’s, school and young people’s 
librarians sent direct to her. The interest and experience of this group 
of librarians will be valuable in the work of the International Relations 
Committee. , 


POSTWAR PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Mary Peacock Douglas, Chairman 

It shall be the function of this committee to formulate suggestive outlines 
for immediate and long-term planning, as it relates to a co-ordinated 
program of library service for children and young people in both public 
and school library situations. Its membership shall represent the distinctive 
types of library services inherent in the section organizations. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Mary S. Wilkinson, Chairman; Eleanor Kidder, Mary Peacock Douglas, Zada Taylor 

The committee consists of three parts, whose functions are to gather 
and disseminate information about the work of the Division in order 
to develop closer working relationships between its three sections and 
with A.L.A. headquarters staff. 


TOP OF THE NEWS 
Gladys English, Editor; Nancy Hoyle, Assistant Editor; Gladys Burrows 


MAGAZINE PUBLICITY 
Elizabeth P. Nichols, Chairman; Ethel Bubb, Sue Hefley, Helen O’Connor 


NEWS 
Frances Grim, Chairman; Helen L. Buxton, Helen B. Lewis, Katherine Watson. 


RADIO COMMITTEE 
Mary Gould Davis, Chairman; Lysla Abbott, Rose Dobbs, Marie Hurley, Harriet Leaf 


In spite of the war, members of the committee or their representatives 
attended conferences and discussions on programs for children and young 
people in various parts of the country. The most important one was the 
Fourteenth Institute for Education by Radio, sponsored by Ohio State 
University at Columbus, early in May. Harriet Leaf represented the com- 
mittee and was a member of the panel on programs for children. Her 
interesting and objective report will be sent on request to members of the 
Division. The committee had requests from all over the country for rec- 
ommended programs on the network stations. Will local children’s li- 
brarians send to the chairman any published lists of recommended pro- 
grams from their locality? Recordings for children and young people 
have been almost completely halted by labor troubles and the war. Ideas 
for recordings and broadcasts have been sent in to the committee and 


s}are on file. 


©! WAR PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
Marguerite Kirk, Chairman; Nora Beust, Helen L. Butler, George B. Moreland, Jr., Irene 


a| Smith, Marian A. Webb, Catherine White 


The following activities have been undertaken by the War Projects 
¢|Committee: Under the chairmanship of Grace Wiegman, Librarian of 
the Denby High School in Detroit, a committee of Detroit schoo] and 
public librarians is preparing material for publication on the acquisition, 
organization and use of pamphlets. Final arrangements for the publica- 
tion of this material have not been completed. The Newark School Library 
Association, in co-operation with the Education Department of the Newark 
Public Library, has prepared for the National Council of English Teachers 
a Victory Corps Reading List containing books, mostly recent, on issues 
of the war, preparation for military service and activities on the home 
front. The list has been printed as a supplement to the Council’s Home 
Reading List. An exhibit of the books has been arranged for New Jersey 
teachers and librarians in the Education Department of the Newark Public 
Library. Books for this exhibit were supplied through the courtesy of 
“the publishers, 
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Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 


BOOK EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
Ruth Giles, Chairman; Barbara Bent, Madelyn Clish, Helen Kinsey, Elsie MacDonald : 
One of the chief functions of the Book Evaluation Committee is the 


important task of serving on the Newbery and Caldecott Award Com- 
mittees. As a comment from this committee upon the quality of books 
considered for these awards, we should like to express gratification and 
appreciation for the unusually large number of excellent books eligible 
for the Newbery Award. We cannot remember when children’s books have 
ever been more exciting than they have been for the past year, and this 
a war year, too. However, we did feel that the picture books reached a 
rather low ebb, not only in reproduction, which can be accounted for by 
the war, but also in originality and style of writing. The Book Evaluation 
Committee is also greatly concerned about the number of fine titles going 
out of print at this time. The committee feels that the children’s library 
shelves will be impoverished if these titles are not brought back into 
print, and with this aim in view, the committee is working on a complete 
list of the outstanding out-of-print titles, not only to keep these titles 
from being overlooked and forgotten in the constant search for the new; 
but also to have a definite expression from this committee, as regards 
these titles, to present to the publishers after the war. 


BOOK PRODUCTION COMMITTEE No sepest 
Elizabeth L. Gilman, Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE oe 
Florence C. McLeod, General Chairman 


Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


Lillian Smith writes from Toronto, “The Newbery and Caldecott Awards 
will be announced over the national broadcasting stations, June 14th, the 
hour not yet decided. I think Mr. Melcher is planning the usual radio 
presentation ceremony with a few words of acceptance by each of the 
winners. The presentation will be made in New York, where a dinner 
in honor of the recipients will be held at the Hotel Roosevelt, the evening 
of June 14th.” 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Julia Carter, Chairman 

Will all members please send their suggestions for the offices of Vice- 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer of the Children’s Library Association 
to Julia Carter, Cincinnati Public Library, before July 1st? Since there 
will be no A.L.A. Conference this year, the Nominating Committee will 
present a slate of officers to members of the Association by mail. 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING COMMITTEE 
Elizabeth Nesbitt, Chairman 


The function of the Professional Training Committee is one of recruiting 
for library work with children. Current conditions make this a vita 
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problem, complicated by lack of time and money. The work of the com- 
mittee to date consists of the following suggestions: To prevent duplication 
of recruiting efforts, there should be centralization. This might be achieved 
by representation of this committee on other committees working with 
the problem. If funds are available, children’s librarians in key positions, 
capable of presenting the significance of children’s work, should be ap- 
pointed to speak before high school and college students. Publications of 
articles in nonprofessional magazines would be helpful in arousing the 
interest of the public. The importance of library work with children 
must be recognized in present and postwar planning. Recruiting should 
be accompanied by a determined effort to adopt a positive attitude toward 
the betterment of opportunities for advancement in the field, and the estab- 
lishment of standards for children’s work in libraries of varying sizes. 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Zada Taylor, Chairman; Lysla Abbott, Ann Hough, Harriet Leaf, Susan Taylor 


The work of the Publicity Committee has revolved around the quarterly 
issuing of the Top of the News, that being the natural outlet for our 
publicity. Since wartime restrictions have limited conventions and meet- 
ings, the committee has felt it doubly important to use our space in the 
Top of the News to keep members in touch with activities and work 
with children throughout the country. The sponsoring of a series of 
articles in various periodicals has been the policy of past years, but we 
have tried to plan the activities of the committee to fit a wartime program 
and have solicited just two articles for publication this year. Up to date 
neither one of the articles has materialized, as the pressure of time and 
shortage of help have curtailed even the best-intentioned authors. It is 
hoped these same two articles may appear in print next year. It is 
recommended that the Publicity Committee be continued and that a more 
concentrated effort be made to secure news of the interesting and fine 
projects being carried on outside the large cities in smaller libraries, as 
well as those in the metropolitan areas. 


‘| Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Mary J. Cain, Chairman 
Committee reports for the Young People’s Round Table call attention 
to new designations which indicate reorganization and expansion in this 
increasingly important field. Notable among these professional advance- 
ments are the Office of Service to Youth in the Cleveland Public Library 
with Jean C. Roos as supervisor of the service, and the Young People’s 
Division in the Brooklyn Public Library with Sarah A. Beard as head. 
ed| Eleanor Kidder, Chairman of Publicity for the Y.P.R.R.T., will welcome 
lic} news of any effort towards better or expanding service to young people. 
ive| Projects illustrative of special wartime service should also be sent to 
Miss Kidder. The libraries, through their young people’s librarians, have 
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kept abreast of the changes in local high school programs and have been 
informed of national plans through “Education for Victory,” the official bi- 
weekly of the Office of Education. Committee reports reveal alert and timely 
co-operation with allied agencies everywhere on the part of our workers, 
through exhibits, programs, films and radio. New York, Cleveland, Brook- 
lyn and Baltimore have reported interesting activities. Miss Kidder will 
be glad to hear from other parts of the country where work with young 
people has been developed, or where it is expanding. Miss Freeman reports 
that our lists of members represent more cities than we have had before. 
We should like to hear about the work of our new members. One of them 
wrote recently from a military post asking to be identified with the 
Y.P.R.R.T. because our work appealed most to one working with young 
servicemen. 
BOOK SELECTION COMMITTEE 
Marie V. Hurley, Chairman; Irving G. Carlson, Marian McFadden, Margaret Ward 

The widening horizons and mature reading’ interests of young people in 
America are reflected in this year’s list chosen by a committee with wide 
geographical representation. Twenty war titles, twelve on aviation, indicate 
the chief interest of this group. Maturity is seen in the preponderance 
of adult titles. The committee responded with promptness to a request 
for the books which boys and girls were reading and liking. So, except 
for a few new books added the last minute, this list represents what the 
young people of the country are actually reading. 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Margaret B. Freeman, Chairman 

The tangible results of this year’s work are not great, but more cities 
are represented in our membership than before, which shows that library 
work with young people is expanding. Ohio shows the greatest extension, 
with California second. This year there are also additional members from 
Iowa, Pennsylvania and Washington. Eight states are represented on the 
Membership Committee, and six large cities. 


California: Emily W. Kemp Wisconsin: Laura M. Olsen 
Colorado: Margaret Ward Brooklyn: Sarah A. Beard 

Iowa: Letha M. Davidson Cincinnati: Elizabeth Simpson 
Minnesota: Eleanor Hermann Cleveland: Mildred L. Krohn 
Ohio: Elizabeth Brand New York City: Dorothy Cromein 
Pennsylvania: Marion Baker Rochester: Eleanor Kidder 
Washington: Rosamond Frew Toronto: Helen McSweeny 


To insure more effective work in the future, this committee recommends: 

. That an adequate membership list be kept by the committee chairman. 
That membership records of permanent value be kept for the benefit 
of the incoming chairman. 

. That committee appointments be made early in the year. 

. That contacts be established in each state and in large cities with 
librarians interested in‘work with young people who will serve on 
the Membership Committee. 





5. That timely publicity about membership in the Y.P.R.R.T. be sent 
to state and local library publications. 


STANDING COMMITTEE 
Sarah A. Beard, Chairman; Mary J. Cain, Alice L. Lefevre, Isabel Nichol, Jean C. Roos 

The Standing Committee of the Young People’s Reading Round Table 
has drawn up a constitution in line with those of the Children’s Library 
Association and the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People. Copies will be filed with the Division President, the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table records, and A.L.A. headquarters. 


Error 

In the April issue of the Top of the News, p.7, there is a mistake, for 
which apologies go to Sarah A. Beard of the Young People’s Division of 
the Brooklyn Public Library, not the New York Public, who successfully 
launched the “Friday Nights” program. Miss Beard writes that they will 
be resumed this fall. 


School Library Section 
MAGAZINE EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
Laura K. Martin, Chairman 

The major activity of the Magazine Evaluation Committee during this 
year has been the list of aviation magazines compiled by the committee 
chairman and recently distributed to the section membership. It is a 
pleasure to acknowledge here the work of Miss Mary Helen Pooley and 
Miss Margaret Rehring of Withrow High School in Cincinnati; Miss Kate 
Irvine of Lafayette in Lexington, Kentucky; Miss Margaret Lyle of Ahrens 
in Louisville; Mrs. Jeff R. Stonex of Howe, Indianapolis; Miss Jessie 
McCracken of New Albany, Indiana, and Miss Minnie Ledford of the 
Foundation School at Berea College, who co-operated in evaluating the 
aviation magazines. A brief article on new magazines has been sent to 
the editor of the Wilson Bulletin’s School Libraries page. The chairman 
of the committee is currently engaged in studies of radio and homemaking 
magazines, and will welcome any suggestions from members using these 
materials to advantage. In fact, we should like to hear from members of 
the section who have problems they wish the Magazine Committee to tackle. 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Caroline E. Husted, Chairman 

The Membership Committee of the school libraries section reports 
that there are about 850 members, with the anticipation of a constant 
addition to our list. A card file of section members by states shows that 
Illinois, New York and Ohio have the largest representation. Supervisors 
and state agencies were contacted in an attempt to get lists of school 
librarians. Seventy-five school library organizations throughout the coun- 
try were asked to urge their members to affiliate with this section, we 
also have worked with the state representatives of the A.L.A. Membership 
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Committee. Issues of the Library Journal have been checked for appoint- 
ments of new school librarians to whom over 200 special invitations to 
join our section have been sent. Notices in various library publications 
have reminded school librarians to indicate their choice of sections when 
paying their A.L.A. dues. 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Mary P. Douglas, Chairman 

The Publicity Committee has been concerned with promoting news 
among ourselves. Of major significance is the School Libraries Newsletter 
sent to the membership late in April. The Newsletter was possible through 
the co-operation of our chairman and treasurer, and the Magazine Evalua- 
tion Committee. Copies of the Newsletter, including the bulletin evaluating 
aviation magazines, are available to nonmembers of the section at 15c 
each. Our committee worked with the Reading for Background Committee 
in arranging with the H. W. Wilson Company a “bargain offer” of $1.00 
for the five titles: American History, Books About Spain, Science, Journal- 
ism, and Latin America. Articles have been prepared regularly for Top 
of the News and publicity about school library activities has been arranged 
for several educational and library periodicals. 


READING FOR BACKGROUND COMMITTEE 
Celia Pope Campbell, Chairman 

The committee working on the Reading for Background Series, which 
is published by H. W. Wilson Company in co-operation with the school 
libraries section, reports the following tangible activities: LATIN AMER- 
ICA, The Reading for Background Series list, which was published in 
June, 1942, is meeting the needs of school librarians over the country for 
such material. The publication of the regional list KNOW THE SOUTH, 
which was ready in April, 1943, will no doubt stimulate the compilation of 
similar bibliographies from other well-defined regions. For early fall publi- 
cation Miss Munson’s list on DRAMA for the high school is scheduled. Many 
requests have been made for the preparation of this list and it should prove 
to be a much needed addition to the series. The committee would be glad to 
have suggestions from the section for other lists which should be compiled. 


Reminder 

This will be the last issue of the Top of the News sent to members who 
have not paid their 1943 dues. But, more serious than this threat, if your 
dues are not paid before July 1st, your name will be omitted from the 
A.L.A. Handbook and from the new Directory for the Division. So pay 
up today and do not forget to check the section of the Division that you 
want to join. Genevieve Dixon, Treasurer, sends in an urgent plea for 
money, not stamps when you join an additional section. 


Giapys ENGLIsH, Editor 


Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles, California 








